January 2021

Letter from the President
January, whew, hope you are ready for a new and better year, I know I am. I want to start off by thanking
all the outgoing members of the council for the great job they did the last two years. Fran Brehm thanks
for the dedicated years as Vice President. Pat Mahoney Mistress of Ceremony, thanks for all your help.
Ken Salvucci Trustee good job Ken. Guard John Callor, thanks for keeping the peace. Pat Finley thanks for
filling in on the Financial Secretary job. I appreciate it. Welcome to the new members TJ Henderson, Anna
Vann, Laurie Creason, and John Gargano. There was some changing around of positions which will be in
effect next month. Going forward in the New Year we need to come up with fund raisers to keep the
Lodge doors open. Bocce league will going on this summer starting in June. Still planning on car show in
September, we want to have more Spaghetti drive thru dinners, a sausage sandwich drive thru, even a
meatball sandwich drive thru, with a little luck we might be able to have some outdoor seating. So I am
hoping for a fun and healthy year. Will need the help of the membership to keep things rolling.
Ciao
President Fred

Members Giving Back! Patrick Lubrano – serving those in need!
Patrick Lubrano (Patty Ragu as his friends call him) has been a Sons of Italy
Lodge member since February of 2018. Despite dealing with a number of health
issues, this dedicated father of 6-year-old twins finds the time to help provide
meals and clothing for many people in need in Denver.
Growing up in the streets of Brooklyn, Patrick knew what it was like see
people living in the streets and being cold in the winter months. You could see him
taking an extra sandwich or a blanket on his way to school to give to a person in
need. Years down the road, this intense call to help the poor developed into a
ministry that now provides meals and clothing for many people in need in theMile-High city.
“We were raised that way: you help when you can. We knew it was an
essential part of our faith,” said Lubrano, parishioner at Assumption parish in
Denver and a fourth degree Knight of Columbus. “We are all different whether it
be because of culture, nationality, religion or political views, but we are all human
beings and need to help each other out, regardless of where you come from or
your beliefs.”
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Hall Inquiries
by Jackie LoNigro and Margaret Marzano

January 2021

Editors, Content & Design
Rita DeFrange, Paul LoNigro, Jackie LoNigro, Pam Wright,
Fred Marzano, Margaret Marzano, Dianna Marzano,
Sal Siraguse, Bob Giusto, and Helen Marzano-Frei

Building Engineers
Tim Stott – (720) 569-1116

As 2021 is around the corner, please call as soon as
possible to book your event in our ballroom!
If you know anyone looking for somewhere to have a party or
event, be sure to have them call Sons of Italy Denver Lodge
#2075 at 303-238-8055 for information on renting our lovely
hall. Grazie!

Health & Condolence
Betty Marzano – 303-373-4132

Hall Rental
Jackie LoNigro/Margaret Marzano – 303-238-8055
soidenverhallrental@gmail.com

Address Changes
SOIDenver2075@gmail.com

By-Laws

According to Denver By-Laws, Article 1-Paragraph 4, “The by-law
commission shall accept for consideration any by-law or change submitted in
writing by a regular member in good standing by March 1 of each calendar
year.

2019-2020 Lodge Officers
President

Trustee

Vice President

Trustee

Sal Siraguse

Ed Mendicello

Siraguse56@msn.com

emendi36@msn.com

Orator

Trustee

Fred Marzano
marzano711@aol.com

Pam Wright
pcake@comcast.net

Recording Secretary

Robert Giusto
jbgiusto@Comcast.net

Laurie Creason
rogercreason1@comcast.net

Trustee

Anna Vann
tmvenv@msn.com

John Callor
callor95@gmail.com

Treasurer

Trustee

Financial Secretary

Historian

Paul LoNigro
plonigro@e-gia.com
Dr. Rita DeFrange
ritadefrange@gmail.com

John Gargano

Open

2021 - 2022 Membership Information
by Dr. Rita DeFrange
Hello all! The 2021 dues notices for renewal will go out in
mid-January. In 2020, the lodge member increased to $65 for
regular and social members, with proration throughout the
quarters of the year. Lifetime members at $25.00; and Junior
members at $8.00 will remain unchanged.
Thank you for being part of the Sons & Daughters of Italy! In
the event you have questions, please submit all questions
through our WEBSITE using the “contact us” page.
Thank you!

Book Club
by Pam Wright
Book Club is not meeting until the Stay-At-Home order has been
lifted. However, we are still reading. Our book will be listed on
our lodge Facebook page, or you can call Pam at 303-4202671.
We are always looking for new book club members. Everyone
is welcome!!

Past President
Pam Wright

Mistress of Ceremonies
Beverly Mendicello
bmendi@msn.com

Dancing at the Lodge –
On Hiatus now…

Guard

Mistress of Ceremonies

by Margaret Marzano

pcake@Comcast.net

TJ Henderson
TJHenderson435@hotmail.com

Chaplain
Open

LeAnne DiTirro
leanneditirro@gmail.com

On the second and fourth Fridays are ballroom dancing. Come
join the experienced instructors as they flitter around the
room. Lessons from 7-8. General dance time 8-11.
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With the vaccination being administered to consumers bocce
could be around the corner! The Sons & Daughters of Italy is
planning on their summer league starting on June 7th. Between
now and then the Italians of America might run their league
starting in late March – stay tuned!

Denver Lodge Website refreshed!
by Dr. Rita DeFrange

Happy New Year OSDIA Members! During these difficult
times, it is now more important than ever to financially
support our Lodge! We are selling the ENTERTAINMENT
BOOK for just $30. Proceeds benefit the SOI Lodge!

Last fall, after a council meeting John Callor and I were
chatting about our Website. I was saying how it would be
great to push new life with “new stuff” on our website. Well,
John says, what if I give it a go? I said, seriously – that would
be awesome!

If you are interested, we can drop off a book to you. If you
live NORTH, call Sal, 720-908-7701. If you live south, call Ed,
303-885-2876. The book MORE than pays for itself. Here's an
example of just some of the deals in the book:
Jersey Mike’s Subs BOGO
Little Brazil $5
Elevated Seltzer $25
Royal Bakery $5
La Fonda Mexican Restaurant $25
Dickey’s Barbecue Pit $5
Pizzeria Forte $25
Growler USA $25
Gluten Free Things $10
Crossfit LTP $95
Lakeside Amusement Park $5
Albertsons / Safeway $10
Big 5 Sporting Goods $15
Cakes by Karen $25
Jiffy Lube $7
Abrusci’s Fire and Vine BOGO
Black-eyed Pea $10
Adams Mystery Playhouse $50
Call for more info, or if want to buy or sell some books.
Thank you as always for your support!!

Well, John has been working on the website for a couple of
months now and we have a new look, more pictures –
UPDATES! Our membership needs to check it out!
Those who receive the digital version
can click on this link to reach our website.
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The 2021-2022 Sons & Daughters of Italy Council
by Pam Wright
Here ye, Here ye! The Elections are done, and the Denver Lodge has a Full Council
for the 2021 – 2022 term!!
On January 9, 2021, we held our in person voting and ballot drop off.
The votes were tallied and certified by sisters Anna Vann, Tami LoSasso and brother
John Remigio. The ballots are locked in the safe at the lodge and will be held for 6
months.
The following will be our officers for the next two years
President
Fred Marzano
VP
Sal Siraguse
Orator
Pam Wright
Recording Sec. Anna Vann
Treasurer
Paul LoNigro
Financial Sec.
Rita DeFrange
Trustees......
Ed Mendicello
Laurie Creason
John Callor
Bob Giusto
John Gargano
Mistress of Ceremonies....
Arbitrators
Leanne DiTirro
Russ Parisi
Bev Mendicello
Frank Vessa Sr.
Guard
TJ Henderson
Rocco Carbone
Roger Creason
Dianna Marzano
I would like to thank everyone that served on the council the last two years for their time and dedication. Special thanks to the
nominating committee and to Tami LoSasso and John Remigio. Welcome to those of you that are just joining council. President
Marzano and I have discussed live streaming our Feb. Council meeting for the installation of new officers. More info on that will be
forth coming!

As Head of the 2021 Officer Election Committee for our lodge, I want to thank the committee for all their hard work in putting
together this election, like no other! We overcame challenges with this election that we've never had in our history, due to the
pandemic. Overall, it went very smoothly, and we were impressed by the turnout! We had more votes than we would have at a
general meeting. There were 99 electronic ballots, 4 mail-in ballots and 1 drive-thru ballot. We may need to continue with the
electronic ballot, as it gave so many more people the opportunity to participate than normal. Our committee members
included: Pam Wright, Bob Giusto, Ed and Bev Mendicello, Tami LoSasso, John Remigio, and overseen by President Fred
Marzano. (If I missed someone, please forgive me!). Thank you again for all your hard work!
Kudos go out to Pat Finley and Rita DeFrange for their desire to run for Financial Secretary. Congratulations to Rita for winning the
election. A big thank you to Pat for her hard work during her time as an officer of our Denver Lodge #2075 and hope you continue
with other involvement in the lodge!
Baci-Anna Svaldi Vann
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Scholarship
by Bob Giusto, Scholarship Chair
Members, it is that time of year to be thinking about any high school seniors affiliated with the
lodge who would like to apply for a lodge scholarship to help fund their continuing education.
Students do not necessarily need to be attending college next year, as the scholarships can be
applied to other educational endeavors such as trade schools and training programs where fees
are involved.
Some reminders:
The lodge scholarships are for current high school seniors only. If a student is already enrolled in
a university or higher educational program, they can apply to the SDOIA State scholarship if they
have not already done so. These students should contact Pam Wright if they have questions about
the state scholarship.
Applicants must have some affiliation with the lodge, whether through direct membership or through the membership of their
parents or grandparents.
Please note that April 9, 2021 is the application deadline for the lodge scholarship, and our tentative date for an awards ceremony
is May 19, 2021. This, of course, will depend on mandates from the State of Colorado regarding social gathering. Details will be
forthcoming as we get closer to those dates.
If you have any questions about the application, please contact me directly at: jbgiusto@comcast.net
Click on the link Website Scholarship and you will arrive at our website page on scholarship!

(Continued from the cover…)
“When I got here to Denver, I saw the growing
population in the streets of Denver,” he said. “ I saw a
man freezing with the sign that read ‘anything helps.’ As
I gave him a blanket he noticed my Knights of Columbus
baseball cap and asked me, ‘what Council are you with”
and then told me, ‘I am a former priest.”’
Taken back by his response, Lubrano asked him to get in
the car so he could help him, but the man replied, “it’s
OK, I just love being Catholic, I love what you’re doing right now, thank you.” So
Lubrano gave him two more blankets, $20 and his phone number before leaving.
“It just overwhelmed me to see one of my own suffer like that.”
This experience prompted him to reach out to the Grand Night of his Council and seek support to give blankets to the
homeless in Denver. The council funded the first few hundred dollars to buy blankets, clothing and food. A Go Fund Me page
was also started, and they were able to raise an additional $4000.
It’s mainly Lubrano himself who visits the homeless and hands out blankets, clothing and food.
His experience as a former law-enforcement officer has helped him do it safely, since he
acknowledges that, at times, the ministry requires him to put himself in vulnerable
situations. Nonetheless, in his interactions, he has mainly seen people's gratitude and
amiability.
If you would like to help Patrick financially or help hand out blankets,
email Brother Patrick , patricklubrano@yahoo.com
We salute you Patrick, and we are proud to have you as a member of our Lodge!

Article
written by
Sal Siraguse

6| P a g e

Membership Renewals
NOTE: Due to the change in the Council, renewal
notes will be sent to all members by the end of
January.
All forms for new members can be found
through the link.
Thinking of our membership….
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Seeing the Lights at Christmas

Paul LoNigro shared his family tradition of decorating his
home for the holiday, take a look at the video links on
Facebook for a nice look at their home.
https://www.facebook.com/pvlonigro/videos/22620159
60477973/
https://www.facebook.com/pvlonigro/videos/39984656
43499654/
https://www.facebook.com/pvlonigro/videos/2979317
595414469/

Do you know someone at the lodge who is sick? Or do you
know of a member who has passed? We want to
acknowledge what is happening in members’ lives so please
contact your President Fred Marzano or Vice President Sal
Siraguse and let them know! Thank you!
Happy New Year!
by Dr. Rita DeFrange
As Margaret and I strive to provide all sorts of fun content in
our newsletter we continue to ask our membership for
articles, new topics to discuss. Please let us know what
information you would like to hear about!

President Fred Marzano shared his little decorations his
family is learning much from Paul.
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Antico inverno
By Salvatore Quasimodo
Desiderio delle tue mani chiare
nella penombra della fiamma:
sapevano di rovere e di rose
di morte. Antico Inverno.
Cercavano il milglio gli uccelli
ed erano subito di neve;
cosi le parole:
un po’ de sole, una raggiera d’angelo,
e poi la nebbia; e gli alberi,
e noi fatti d’aria al mattino

Ancient Winter
By Salvatore Quasimodo

Desire of your hands white
in the penumbra of the flame:
they had the fragrance of oakwood and roses;
of death. Ancient Winter.
The birds looked for their grain
and were suddenly of snow;
similarly words;
a little sun, an angel’s glory,
and then the mist, and the trees
and us made of air in the morning.
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The Zamboni

Frank Joseph Zamboni, Jr.; January 16, 1901 – July 27, 1988) was an American inventor and
engineer, whose most famous invention is the modern ice resurfacer with his surname being registered as a
trademark for these devices.
Zamboni was born in Eureka, Utah, to Italian immigrants. His parents soon bought a farm in Lava Hot Springs, Idaho
near Pocatello, Idaho, where he grew up. In 1920, he moved with his parents to the harbor district of Los Angeles,
where his older brother George was operating an auto repair shop. After Frank attended a trade school in Chicago, he
and his younger brother Lawrence opened an electrical supply business in 1922 in the Los Angeles suburb of Hynes.
The following year he married and eventually had three children, a son and two daughters. In 1927, he and Lawrence
added an ice-making plant and entered the block ice business. They continued their ice business in 1939, but saw
little future in that business with the advent of electrically operated refrigeration units. They decided to use their
excess refrigeration equipment to open an ice rink nearby.
In 1940, the brothers, along with a cousin, Pete Zamboni, opened the Iceland rink, which proved very popular, in no
small part because Frank had devised a way to eliminate rippling caused by the pipes that were laid down to keep the
rink frozen. The rink still operates and is still owned by the Zamboni family. He obtained a patent for that innovation
in 1946. Then, in 1949, he invented a machine that transformed the job of resurfacing an ice rink from a five-man,
90-minute task to a one-man, 15-minute job. The initial machine included a hydraulic cylinder from an A-20 attack
plane, a chassis from an oil derrick, a Jeep engine, a wooden bin to catch the shavings, and a series of pulleys. His
son, Richard, said, "It took him nine years. One of the reasons he stuck with it was that everyone told him he was
crazy." Zamboni did not expect to make more but, after seeing the machine, Sonja Henie immediately ordered two,
and then the Chicago Blackhawks placed an order. Zamboni applied for a patent in 1949 – obtained in 1953 – and set
up Frank J. Zamboni & Co. in Paramount to build and sell the machines.
The machine shaves ice off the surface, collects the shavings, washes the ice, and spreads a thin coat of fresh water
onto the surface. In the early 1950s, Zamboni built them on top of Jeep CJ-3Bs, then on stripped Jeep chassis from
1956 through 1964. Demand for the machine proved great enough that his company added a second plant in
Brantford, Ontario and a branch office in Switzerland. Though the term Zamboni was trademarked by his company,
the name is sometimes generically used for any brand of ice resurfacing machine.
In the 1970s, he invented machines to remove water from outdoor artificial turf surfaces, remove paint stripes from
the same surfaces, and roll up and lay down artificial turf in domed stadiums. His final invention, in 1983, was an
automatic edger to remove ice buildup from the edges of rinks.
He died of cardiac arrest at Long Beach Memorial Hospital in July 1988 at the age of 87, about two months after his
wife's death. He also had lung cancer. The Zamboni Company has sold more than 10,000 units of its signature
machine, the Zamboni Ice Resurfacer, commonly known as a "Zamboni." The 10,000th machine was delivered to the
Montreal Canadians in April 2012 for use at the Bell Centre. The company is still owned and operated by the Zamboni
family, including Frank's son and grandson. His remains are buried at All Souls Cemetery in Long Beach.
Zamboni was inducted into the Ice Skating Institute's Hall of Fame in 1965, and he was awarded an Honorary
Doctorate of Engineering from Clarkson University in 1988. Frank was posthumously inducted into the NEISMA Hall
of Fame in 1988, the United States Figure Skating Hall of Fame in 2000, the World Figure Skating Hall of Fame in
2006, the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 2007, the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame in 2009, and into the United States
Speed Skating Hall of Fame in 2013. The Frank J. Zamboni School, in Paramount, is named after him.
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Discovering La Famiglia: How Did Your Family Get Its Surname?
By Roslyn Torella in the LaGazzetta Italiana
One of my favorite areas in Italian genealogy is the origin of our Italian surnames. If you are like me, you may have wondered
how your family got its surname or cognome. I find the sound of Italian family names very melodious, particularly here in
America where they are often butchered in both pronunciation and spelling. I always wondered just how some of these names
came into existence. In my research, I have discovered that locating the origin of an Italian surname is not a simple feat. Many
factors have influenced the surnames we now carry here in the 21st century.
To provide you with a sense of the myriad of sources, we need to go all the way back to the 11th century in Northern Italy. It was
here that the whole idea of a second name began to catch on. However, it took nearly another 800 years for the practice to
cement itself in Southern Italy. Over the centuries, families changed their surnames by adding or removing prefixes or suffixes
and occasionally shortening a long name. After landing on American soil, some names became anglicized. Consequently, your
original 11th century ancestor's family name may look different from the one you have now.
There are currently over 1 million last names in Italy. This situation makes it impractical to attempt to cover all of them in this
column. Therefore, we will focus on generalizations and how to dissect a name to discover its origin. Most surnames are born
from four general categories: personal names, nicknames, places, and occupations.
The most common origin is the personal surname that comes from the name of an ancestor, such as a father or grandfather.
These are known as patronymic surnames, but some could be metronymic, meaning that they come from a female ancestor. An
example of a personal name evolving to a last name would be Marco figlio di Giacomo, Marco the son of Giacomo, whose
surname becomes Di Giacomo.
The second most common source can be found in nicknames. These are perhaps the most interesting or colorful of all. They
derive from a description that was given to an ancestor based perhaps on a physical characteristic, personality trait or
circumstance of his or her life. In some cases, the name comes from a pleasant attribute; however, they can also be based on
undesirable ones, too. Someone whose name was Giovanni and who had red hair may have been called Giarusso. Conversely, an
overweight Giovanni may have earned Giangrasso. Eventually the nickname sticks to the family of Giovanni and many
generations later his descendants carry on a family name that may be hundreds of years old and no one even remembers "Fat
John."
The last names that come from the names of places are probably the easiest to spot. Sometimes simply looking at an Italian map
of the region where your family hailed from will show that their surname is based on their hometown or a nearby town. An
example is the surname Catanzarito. Catanzaro is the capital of Calabria, and it is not hard to deduce that someone who came
from Catanzaro may be called Catanzarito, particularly if that person moved to a new town. My own surname Torella likely
comes from a town in Molise named Torella del Sannio. Even though I cannot trace my family precisely to that town, I am able to
trace them to Pietrabbondante, about 8 km away. What is more interesting is that Torella, which some may think derives from
the Italian word for bull, toro, actually means "little tower" in the local dialect. I was happy to discover that my surname is more
likely a place name rather than a nickname from a "bullish" forefather.
An ancestor's vocation may have contributed to your surname. Occupational last names can be straightforward as in Lattari,
from the Italian word latte. Perhaps you have a milkman in your family tree. Others may not be as easily discernible. Perhaps
your surname comes from an ancestor who cultivated or sold a product such as apples or mele and thus your surname is Mellilo.
There is an important caveat to mention here. Because there have been centuries of change in Italy's language, customs and
political events, it would be unwise to make a general assumption about a name based on its literal translation without doing a
bit more research. I recommend studying the region your family came from to learn how Italian history may have influenced
your lineage. Notably, a word in Calabria may have a different meaning than a similarly spelled one in Tuscany; local dialect can
make a difference. Most importantly, even if you do not figure out your surname's exact origin, you can certainly wow your
family with your theories about how they became known as they are today.
A wealth of information about Italian surnames can be found in the book "Our Italian Surnames" by Joseph G. Fucilla.
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From the Kitchen…..by Helen Marzano Frei/Margaret Marzano
You are in for a treat if you can get ahold of baby purple artichokes. They are almost entirely edible because there is no hairy
choke inside to remove.
Braised Baby Purple Artichokes with Olive Oil and Wine
Ingredients:
1 lb. Fiesole Baby Purple Artichokes

3 T extra virgin olive oil
1/4 t salt
1/8 t ground black pepper
1/4 c white wine
2 T lemon juice
2 garlic cloves, crushed
2 T chopped parsley
Directions:
Wash and pat dry artichokes. Trim the ends, remove the outer leaves and cut the artichokes in half.
Heat a non-stick skillet over medium-high heat and add olive oil.
Place the artichokes in the oil, cut side down forming one layer and season with salt and pepper.
Cook the artichokes until the oil is bubbling and hot, about 5 minutes, then add wine, lemon juice and garlic.
Continue cooking for 3 more minutes, then reduce heat to low, cover the skillet and cook until artichokes are fork
tender, about 20 minutes.
Remove from heat and serve artichokes warm or at room temperature. Garnish with chopped parsley.
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Cocktail Corner……..by Dianna Marzano
With the Christmas holiday ending I find myself things of my family and our
Aunt Lindy, she was married to my grandma Margaret’s (Totsy) brother
Dominic (Uncle Boy as we called him), and one of her favorite drinks was a
Brandy Alexander. Hope you enjoy this chocolate drink.

Brandy Alexander
Ingredients:
1 ½ oz. brandy
1 oz. dark crème de cocoa
1 oz. half and half
¼ tsp. grated nutmeg
1 c. ice
Directions:
Fill a shaker half way with ice.
Pour the brandy, dark crème de cocoa, and half and half.
Shake well and strain in a cocktail glass.
Sprinkle the grated nutmeg over the top.

Another drink along the same lines of the Brandy Alexander is the Grasshopper
Grasshopper
Ingredients:
1 oz. crème de menthe
1 oz. white crème de cocoa
½ oz. heavy cream
1 c. ice
Directions:
Fill a shaker with ice.
Pour the crème de menthe, white crème de cocoa, and cream.
Shake well and strain in a cocktail glass.
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Please Join Us at the Denver Lodge for These Events
January
No Events

Feb 3rd

Contact Us

February
- Denver Lodge #2075 Council Installation – “LIVE” Online

Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America,
Denver Lodge #2075
5925 West 32nd Avenue, WheatRidge, Colorado 80212

303-238-8055
soidenver2075@gmail.com

