July 2021
Happy Summer to all our Members!
The summer heat is upon us, and we are grateful we installed the new HVAC system, making it
very comfortable for meetings and events. Keep an eye out for a remodel of our bar area, coming in
late July!
The summer Bocce League is in full swing with leagues on both Monday and Tuesday nights!
We hope to see you at our next 2 “themed” General Meetings! The July 21st meeting will be a USA
Meeting with burgers, hot dogs and a few surprises! Wear your Red, White and Blue! The August
18th meeting will a Hawaiian Luau! Wear your Hawaiian shirts!
Keep an eye out for a Spaghetti Dinner in the fall. And don’t forget our Car Show on September
18th!
As always, volunteers are needed for our upcoming events. Please bring your ideas for
upcoming meetings or events to our next General Meeting!
Need to talk about something? Call me anytime! 720-908-7701
Fraternally yours,
Sal Siraguse

Member Spotlight
by Sal Siraguse
Daril Cinquanta has been a Sons and Daughters of Italy member since November of 2010.
While he’s not an extremely active member, he has participated in a few car shows and
does intend to get more involved. His business and his family keep him very busy these days.
The former Denver Police Officer now heads up his own company, Professional Investigators
Inc. The company covers a wide variety of fields including background checks, criminal
investigation, divorce and child custody, just to name a few. The company has been around since 1990, soon after Daril
retired from the Denver Police Department. I recently sat down with Daril and listened to bits and pieces of his amazing
journey, which is chronicled in his book, The Blue Chameleon, The Life Story of a Supercop. He earned that nickname
from the Denver Media because of the thousands of arrests he made during his storied career. While he was sometimes
controversial, getting sideways with Administration, lawyers, some judges and citizen activists, he received many
accolades during his career including the following: Police Medal of Honor, the Police Distinguished Service Cross, the
Purple Heart, 6 Police Merit Awards, Optimist Club Policeman of the Year, Citizens Appreciate Police Award of Honor and
over 160 official departmental and outside jurisdiction commendations.
Daril was recently in the news once again. But first a little background on this story. When Daril was a rookie cop in
October of 1971, as he attempted to disarm a suspect, he was shot in the lower right chest area. Daril of course survived,
and the suspect escaped. The suspect was arrested on drug charges in Mexico in December of that same year. In March
of 1973, the suspect was found guilty of assault with a deadly weapon on a police officer.
In August of 1974, the suspect along with a few other accomplices escaped authorities while receiving medical
treatment at a Pueblo, CO hospital. The suspect, the man who shot and wounded Daril, was once again on the run.
Daril was on a mission from that day forward, to try and locate the man who shot him in 1971. Daril never gave up on his
quest, but he finally caught a break on Wednesday June 24th, 2020. He received a phone call from unidentified
person who gave him the valuable information he needed to find the man who shot him 46 years earlier.
(Continued on page 5….)
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Hall Inquiries
by Anna Vann

July 2021

Pam Wright, Beverly & Ed Mendicello, Bob Giusto, Anna Vann, Sal
Siraguse , LeAnne DiTirro and Dr. Rita DeFrange

Building Contacts
Tony Iozzo – Building Committee
Tim Stott – Facility Manager

If you know anyone looking for somewhere to have a party or
event, be sure to have them call Sons of Italy Denver Lodge
#2075 at 303-238-8055 or email us through our website as
soidenver2075@gmail.com for information on renting our lovely
hall.
Grazie!

Health & Condolence
Angie Sether 303-989-2251

Hall Rental
Anna Vann

Address Changes
SOIDenver2075@gmail.com

By-Laws

According to Denver By-Laws, Article 1-Paragraph 4, “The by-law
commission shall accept for consideration any by-law or change submitted in
writing by a regular member in good standing by March 1 of each calendar
year.

2019-2020 Lodge Officers
President

Sal Siraguse
siraguse56@msn.com

Vice President
open

Trustee

Robert Giusto
jbgiusto@Comcast.net

Trustee
Ed Mendicello

emendi36@msn.com

2021 - 2022 Membership Information
by Anna Vann
Hello all! The 2021 dues are due! In 2020, the lodge member
increased to $65 for regular and social members, with
proration throughout the quarters of the year. Lifetime
members at $25.00; and Junior members at $8.00 will
remain unchanged.

Orator

Trustee

Phil Rossi
prossi1@msn.com

Thank you for being part of the Sons & Daughters of Italy! In
the event you have questions, please submit all questions
through our WEBSITE using the “contact us” page.

Recording Secretary

Trustee

Thank you!

Pam Wright
pcake@comcast.net
Anna Vann
tmvenv@msn.com

John Callor
callor95@gmail.com

Treasurer

Trustee

Open

John Gargano

Financial Secretary

Historian

Past President
Pam Wright

Mistress of Ceremonies
Beverly Mendicello

Dr. Rita DeFrange
ritadefrange@gmail.com

pcake@Comcast.net

Guard

TJ Henderson
TJHenderson435@hotmail.com

Chaplain

Barbara Pietrafeso

barb@coloradosownrealestate.com

Open

bmendi@msn.com

Mistress of Ceremonies

LeAnne DiTirro
leanneditirro@gmail.com

Book Club
by Pam Wright
We will begin meeting on Wednesday, July 14th at Panera at
7939 Wadsworth Blvd. This is the first time we are meeting since
Covid so we will not be discussing any readings. The book we
will be reading this month is “Sanctuary” written by Nora
Roberts.
Please join us for lunch and good conversation. Everyone is
welcome!

Dancing at the Lodge –
Kicks off in JUNE!
Sponsored by our own Maggie Francucci!
On the second and fourth Fridays are ballroom dancing. Come
join the experienced instructors who will work with dancer’s of
all abilities.. Lessons from 7-8. General dance time 8-11. See

her website at http://danceconnectioncolorado.com/
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July Trivia
From Beverly Mendicello…
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Bocce across the Community!
by Sal Siraguse
We are now more than halfway
through the Sons of Italy Summer
Bocce League! The Monday Night
League has La Bonda holding a slim
first place lead over the Chinbones and Bada Bing. On
Tuesday nights, St Anthony has a firm hold on first place.
Members are always welcome to come and watch or be
a sub!!On Saturday July 31st, the 2 leagues will compete
against each other in a double elimination
tournament! Come down and watch and enjoy a
wonderful lunch!
In August, ladies and family teams are welcome to join in
the evening tournament to be held on August 6th. See
advertisement below.

Answer: 2.5 million people

In September, the Fiori D’ Italia leagues will start up once
again at Mickey’s Top Sirloin, after a long COVID-19
hiatus. There may be openings for the Tuesday and
Wednesday night leagues. Contact Sandra Ginther at
nardo2@msn.com for more information!

Update on the Mistress of Ceremony Position & Others…
Dear Brothers & Sisters,
Beverly Mendicello has accepted the position of Treasurer at the
Denver Lodge. Diana Williams would like to take on the Mistress
of Ceremony Position. If no other nominations are received,
Diana will be installed at the August General Meeting. Next, Bob
Giusto is going to take a step back to pursue his music – way to
go Bob! Bob will continue to handle Scholarship and be an active
member. Patrick Lubrano would like to take the Trustee position.
If no other nominations are received, Patrick will be installed at
the August meeting. Also, the Council is still seeking a Vice
President.
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Check them ALL out!

July 14th - IABA July Meeting - Balistreri Vineyards, 5:30-8:00pm
July 18th - Feast of our Lady of Mt. Carmel, celebration mass, processions and refreshments - Along with their “one day” Feast
from 1 PM to 7 PM.
July 18th - IABA, Automezzi XXXI, A Celebration of Italian Motoring, 9AM to 1 PM, Denver Kickers Sport Club, Golden
July 24th - Italians of America Car Show – Form more information go to this link
July 25th - Sons & Daughters of Italy Golf Tournament – see page 7
Always remember you can find local “Denver Events” using this
link https://www.denver.org/events/
AND you can sign up for alerts using https://www.uncovercolorado.com/events/ link for events throughout the state!
Italian Honey Clusters
by Anna Vann
3 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp. aniseed, crushed
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
Oil for deep-fat frying

Sparkling Limoncello Coolers
by LeAnne DiTirro
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup pine nuts, toasted
1/8 tsp. salt
1/3 cup 2% milk
1 cup honey

Line 24 muffin cups with paper or foil liners. In a large
bowl, whisk flour, cinnamon, aniseed, and salt. Stir in
eggs and milk. Turn dough onto a floured surface;
knead until smooth and elastic, 6-8 minutes. Shape into
a disk; wrap and let stand 1 hour.
Divide dough into 6 portions. Roll each portion into 1/2
in. thick ropes; cut crosswise into 1/2-inch pieces. In an
electric skillet or fryer, heat oil to 350 degrees. Fry
pieces, a few at a time, for 2-3 minutes on each side or
until golden brown. Drain on paper towels. Place dough
pieces in a a large heatproof bowl and keep warm in a
200-degree oven.
In a large heavy saucepan, combine honey and
sugar. Bring to a boil over medium heat, boil 1
minute. Immediately remove from heat and drizzle over
dough pieces. Stir to coat. Immediately spoon into
prepared cups. Sprinkle with pine nuts.
Yield about 2 dozen
I remember my family making these, usually for Easter
or Christmas, but they're good anytime!! I sometimes
add some powdered sugar too!
Pictures to the right…

The Limoncello cooler
is a zippy combination
of fresh lime juice and
Limoncello Liqueur,
topped off with
sparkling wine.

Under Dan DiTirro, our
new bar manager, he is
planning some exciting
changes to update the bar at the Denver Lodge. Dan’s plans
include an updated counter, new backdrop, better lighting,
new refreshment machine and more! The updates are
planned to start later this month so stay tuned for updates!
Finally, there are opportunities to make a couple bucks by
tending bar at events throughout the month. Contact Dan
DiTirro at (303) 356 – 5426 if you are interested or just want
more information!
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Baseball Player Marius Russo was a cousin to Son’s of Italy member John Callor’s Mother
by Beverly Mendicello
In a six-season career, Russo posted a 45–34 record with 311 strikeouts and a 3.13 ERA in 680.2 innings.
A solid hitter, he went 50-for-235 for a .213 batting average with 25 RBI and 23 runs. In the post season,
Russo compiled a 2–0 record with a 0.50 ERA in two complete games.
Marius Russo was born July 19, 1914 in Brooklyn, New York to Giovanni "John" Russo and Sabina Caolo,
both immigrants from Italy. His father was a tailor.
On June 6, 1939, Russo debuted with the New York Yankees. He gave four years of good services for his team, winning 14
games in both 1940 and 1941, and was their best pitcher in 1941. Beside this, he made two postseason starts in the 1941 and
1943 World Series, both complete game wins. He joined the army in 1944, and pitched briefly in 1946.
Russo, known as "The Kid From LI", was born in Brooklyn, New York. He played baseball for Richmond Hill High
School in Queens. Later, he attended Brooklyn College and Long Island University in Brooklyn.
After graduating, Russo played for the Newark Bears, International League farm team of the Yankees. In his rookie season
for New York, he finished with an 8–3 record and a 2.41 ERA in 116.0 innings including two shutouts and nine complete games.
A noted control ace, in 1940 Russo issued just 55 walks in 189.1 innings for a 2.61 W 9/I percentage while compiling a 14–8
mark with a 3.28 ERA and 15 complete games in 24 starts. After he retired. he moved with his wife Stasia to Florida.
Russo enjoyed a career year in 1941. He compiled a 14–10 mark with three shutouts and 27 complete games in 1941. His
3.09 ERA was the best of the Yankees pitching staff and the 4th best in the American League, being surpassed only by Thornton
Lee (2.37), Al Benton (2.97) and Charlie Wagner (3.07). He also led his team in strikeouts (105), games started (27), complete
games (17) and innings pitched (209.2), and finished second in victories (14) behind Lefty Gomez and Red Ruffing (15 each). In
the same season, he pitched a one-hit shutout and made the AL All-Star team.
Russo also started and won a complete game 2–1 victory in the Yankees 1941 World Series win over the Brooklyn Dodgers.
In Game 3, with the Series tied 1–1, Russo was locked in a scoreless duel with Dodgers' pitcher Freddie Fitzsimmons when,
with two out in the seventh inning, Russo hit a line drive that caught Fitzsimmons flush on the knee. While shortstop Pee Wee
Reese caught the deflected ball on the fly to end the inning, Fitzsimmons was through for the day. Then, Dodgers reliever Hugh
Casey was cuffed for four hits and two runs in the eighth, and Brooklyn, able to get only four hits off Russo, lost 2–1.
A sore arm limited Russo to pitch only 45+1⁄3 innings in 1942, ending the season with a 4–1 record and a 2.78 ERA in nine
games (five as a starter). In 1943, he never had control problems, his arm was not hurting, but his fastball was losing velocity
while trying to simplify his delivery and finished 5–10. The Yankees provided him with 3.50 runs per game in offense, near his
3.72 ERA in that season.
In the 1943 World Series, Russo limited the St. Louis Cardinals to seven hits in Game 4, and helped himself with the bat,
hitting two doubles and scored the winning run in the eighth inning as New York won 2–1. After the 1943 season, Russo served
in the U.S. Army Signal Corps in Hawaii. When he returned two years later, he played for the Yankees again briefly.
For more information go to: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marius_Russo

(Continued from the cover)
The suspect had been living in New Mexico under
an assumed identity. After much research and
numerous phone calls, Daril was quite sure he had his
man.
In August of 2020, the suspect was arrested and
eventually returned to Colorado to face numerous
charges. The store of cop tracking down the man who
shot him 46 years earlier made National news, and
Daril’s story was covered by ABC, CBS, and the NY
Times, just to name a few. To hear the whole amazing
story of this man, pick up a copy of his book, or maybe
you will see him at a General Meeting sometime soon!
Thank you Daril for your service to the community.
We are proud to have you as a member of our Lodge!!
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Fine Dining at Parisi’s
by Bob Giusto
The restaurant business has always been an arena of brutal competition where only the most fit survive, and that has been
especially true during this time of pandemic. A local gem for many years has been Parisi’s, located at 4401 Tennyson Street in
Denver, and if the pandemic proved one thing for this establishment, it is that they are indeed alive and well and committed to
serving outstanding Italian fare.
A fixture in Denver since 1998 when Italian-born original owner Simone Parisi opened his doors, the establishment moved to its
current location in 2004. Simone has moved out-of-state and his ex-wife, Christine, took over as sole owner just before Covid
struck. No newcomer to the restaurant business since she had worked side-by-side with Simone for all those years, Christine
demonstrated a keen business sense in steering the restaurant through these trying times. Christine, who retains the last name of
Parisi, said that business fell to about 20% of normal but has slowly returned.
And what a business it is. With a contemporary décor, Parisi’s still manages to retain an old-world taverna atmosphere.
Restaurant patrons will be hard-pressed to find more authentic Italian cuisine in Denver, because when you listen to the staff
communicating from behind the bar, at the door, calling out orders in the kitchen, you hear a lot of Italian because Parisi’s has
managed to assemble a great staff, many of whom are Italian natives. They are not here for the short-term either, as some have
been employed at Parisi’s for a decade or more. From Annamaria and Gennaro managing the floor, to Marianna making the pasta
fresh daily, to Daniele and his brother doing their thing behind the bar, these are quality, knowledgeable restaurant veterans who
bring their magic to the fore for your dining pleasure.
The menu is stellar, with most pastas made fresh daily. Pizza and panini are very popular items with options to satisfy any
palate. The pastas range from fresh ravioli and tagliatelle to traditional gnocchi and lasagna. The Tagliatelle Boscaiola with
pancetta and porcini mushrooms is a new favorite for this writer. While many of the dishes are traditional and authentic, Christine
is flexible with her offerings. She states, “I put a lot of pride into being authentic, even if it means compromising.” This
compromising is their way to address the tastes of their current clientele. For example, Parisi’s two children, aged ten and
thirteen, have had some input on the children’s menu, so items like baked macaroni with peas appears amidst the options. On the
adult menu, another unusual offering that has quickly gained traction is a pizza salad. This is similar to a calzone, with a salad
wrapped in a thin-crust pizza dough and quickly baked. Might sound unusual, but many have tried it and come back for more.
The bar is well appointed and smoothly managed with a variety of Italian and European beers, tasteful pairings of wines to
accentuate the dinner menu, and cocktails expertly mixed, including the Italian standby that is gaining popularity in America, the
Negroni.
For those seeking a true Italian dining experience where the ingredients are top-shelf, the preparation is traditional, and the
service is first-class, a visit to Parisi’s will give you the impression that a small slice of Italia has been miraculously ensconced on the
corner of 44th and Tennyson in Denver. Pay them a visit if you
haven’t already done so, and I guarantee you won’t be
disappointed.

Entertainment Books
Ed Mendicello has a few
Entertainment Books available
for sale. Due to the timing the price is
now $20, and you can still recoup the
value with a trip to Safeway alone! Ed
will have the books at the General
meeting on July 21st.
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Sign
up
NOW!

Joe Ciancio Memorial Golf Tournament – Running our Add for another month!
by Pam Wright
This year will commemorate our 40th Annual Golf Tournament. It is with much pride and pleasure that my family are the
chairpersons for this tournament. The tournament will be held at Applewood Golf Course with lunch back at our lodge.
Registration will begin at 6:30 a.m. and a continental breakfasts at 7:30 a.m. Player fee of $125 will include Green fee, Cart Fee,
Tournament Range Balls, Continental Breakfast, Lunch and prizes. This year we will also hold a raffle during lunch.
The following golfers from 2019 won a free tournament play which will be honored at this tournament. Gary Regan, Ed Gillest,
Jordan Starling and Chuck D’Diorio.
If any of our members would like to attend the lunch which will be prepared by Barbara Ciancio Smith, please call and make a
reservation with Pam Wright 303-210-6277 $15.00 per person. Lunch will be a traditional Italian Spaghetti and meatballs. Thanks
to all that have supported our tournament in the past, and we look forward to seeing you this year.
For the online form go to the website at https://osiadenver2075.org/forms

Please Join Us at the Denver Lodge for These Events
July
July 21st – General Meeting, Wear your best RED, WHITE & BLUE for
a cookout in the Garden near the Bocce Courts 6PM Dinner, 7 PM Mtg
July 25th - Sons & Daughters Golf Tournament
July 31st - League Bocce Tournament – Stop by to watch!
August
August 1st – Sons & Daughters Annual Picnic
to be held at the Denver Lodge begins at 11 AM – Steaks on the Grill!
August 18th – General Meeting – We are having a Luau! Bring your
grass skirt!
Contact Us

Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America,
Denver Lodge #2075
5925 West 32nd Avenue, WheatRidge, Colorado 80212

303-238-8055
soidenver2075@gmail.com

